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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,061,438). 
Claim 1: 

Shen et al. shows a network connecting wire structure comprising a network line 
(defined by both lines 3 connecting the telephone to the wall jack) and a centrally 
mounted switch (11) where plugs located at the first and second ends of the network 
line would be inherent to connect the wall jack and telephone (further inherent as 
exemplified by standard RJ type female connector of switch 11). 
Claim 5: 

Where the first and second connecting plugs have an inside provided with a 
plurality of conducting terminals (inherent where the standard RJ1 1 connector for 
telephone has multiple connections), and the switch has a push button (11 - col. 4, line 
59) to switch connecting states between the conducting terminals of the respective first 
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and second conducting plugs (shown in Fig. 3 where the switch connects or 
disconnects for tip and ring signals). 
Claim 7: 

Where the switch (1 1) is integrally combined with the first connecting plug (where 
switch 1 1 provide through connection for each segment of line 3, e.g. wall jack to 
telephone, thus defined by the Examiner in the broadest meaning as "integrally 
combined" with the line). 

Claims 1 - 4, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Laity et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,780,047). 
Claim 1 : 

Laity et al. shows a network connecting wire structure comprising a network line 
(shown as 26 and 96); a first connecting plug (106) mounted on a first end of the 
network line; a second connecting plug (28): mounted on a second end of the network 
line; and a switch (100) mounted between the first connecting plug and second 
connecting plug. 
Claim 2: 

Where the network line is a signal line of a Ethernet having a specification of 
RJ45 (col. 2, lines 12-62). 
Claims 3, 4: 

Where the first and second connecting plugs are male connectors having a 
specification of RJ45. 
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Claim 7: 

Where the switch (100) is integrally combined with the first connecting plug 
(where switch 100 controls the length of the line, thus defined by the Examiner in the 
broadest meaning as "integrally combined" with the line). 
Claim 8: 

Where the switch (100) is mounted on a mediate portion of the network line and 
located between the first and second connecting plugs. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Laity et 
al. in view of Shen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,061,438). 

Laity et al. teaches the network line comprising first and second connecting plugs 
and a switch mounted between the first and second connecting plugs but does not 
teach where the switch is a push button switch. 

Shen et al. (Fig. 2) shows a similar line connector further comprising a well- 
known art-recognized equivalent push button switch (1 1 - col. 4, line 59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have substituted the switch disclosed by Laity et al. with the well- 
known art-recognized equivalent push button switch disclosed by Shen et al. Such a 
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modification would have been a mere substitution of well-known art-recognized 
equivalent switches, thus suggesting the obviousness of the modification. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Liebenow - shows a connector to accept different RJ type connectors. 
Spates - shows a cable switch. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dean 0. Takaoka whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1772. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30a -5:00p Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on (571 ) 272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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